
Grand Challenges in Parkinson’s Disease brings together 
hundreds of scientists, clinicians and people with 
Parkinson’s to explore the latest Parkinson’s research. 
This year’s symposium will highlight breakthroughs in 
our understanding of cell vulnerabilities, with a focus on 
how these advances inform new therapeutic strategies. 
Sessions will address: 

• Non-cell autonomous effects of Parkinson’s genes 
• Cell vulnerability 
• Cellular response to aggregates 
• iPSC modeling 
• Gene and immunotherapies  
• Cell replacement therapies 

Van Andel Institute and Cure Parkinson’s are thrilled 
to once again host Rallying to the Challenge, a meeting 
designed for and by people with Parkinson’s, advocates 
and care partners that delves into how the Parkinson’s 
community can impact and accelerate research.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
Supporting Sponsor (unlimited) — $1,500
• Company name and logo on all materials and recognition channels
• Two complimentary registrations
• Exhibit table at symposium

Discovery Sponsor (eight available) — $3,000
• Recognition at breakfast and lunch
• Company name and logo on all materials and recognition channels
• Two complimentary registrations
• Exhibit table at symposium

Session Sponsor (seven available) — $5,000
• Featured recognition during poster session and reception
• Company name and logo on all materials and recognition channels
• Two complimentary registrations
• Exhibit table at symposium

Presenting Sponsor (one available) — $10,000
• Highlighted as Presenting Sponsor on materials,  
  recognition channels
• Exclusive recognition at and two invitations to the speaker dinner
• Four complimentary registrations
• Exhibit table at symposium
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For more information,  visit  grandchallengesinpd.org
333 Bostwick Ave.  NE,  Grand Rapids,  MI 49503



Jay Van Andel Award for Outstanding Achievement in  
Parkinson’s Disease Research

The Jay Van Andel Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Parkinson’s Disease Research was established in 2012 in memory 
of Van Andel Institute founder Jay Van Andel, who battled 
Parkinson’s disease for a decade before his death in 2004. 
The award is given to scientists who have made outstanding 
contributions to Parkinson’s disease research and who have 
positively impacted human health.

Past recipients of the Jay Van Andel Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Parkinson’s Disease Research include:

2023:  Virginia Y.M. Lee, Ph.D. 
 
2022:  Anthony E. Lang, O.C., M.D., FRCPC, FAAN, FCAHS, FRSC 
 
2021:  Ted Dawson, M.D., Ph.D.

2020: Daniela Berg, M.D. 
 Ron Postuma, M.D., M.Sc.

2019: Ellen Sidransky, M.D.

2018: K. Ray Chaudhuri, M.D., FRCP, D.Sc.

2017: J. William Langston, M.D.  

2016: Stanley Fahn, M.D.

2015: Maria Grazia Spillantini, Ph.D., FMedSci, FRS 
 Robert Nussbaum, M.D., FACP, FACMG

2014: Andrew John Lees, M.D., FRCP, FMedSci 

2013: Alim-Louis Benabid, M.D., Ph.D.

2012: Andrew Singleton, Ph.D. 

2024 Scientific Program Committee
Darren Moore, Ph.D. (Co-Chair) — Van Andel Institute

Michael Henderson, Ph.D. (Co-Chair) — Van Andel Institute

Laurent Roybon, Ph.D. (Co-Chair) — Van Andel Institute

Omar M. El-Agnaf, Ph.D. — Qatar Biomedical Research Institute

Lorraine Kalia, M.D., Ph.D., FRCPC — University of Toronto

Mina Ryten, M.D., Ph.D. — University College London, Queen Square 
Institute of Neurology

Sarah Shahmoradian, Ph.D. — UT Southwestern Medical Center

Soania Mathur, B.Sc., M.D., CCFP — Patient Advocate
Grand Rapids, Michigan
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For more information on sponsorship opportunities, contact 
Courtney Zirkle, Events and Meetings Specialist, 616.234.5821, courtney.zirkle@vai.org


