
FOUNDED: 1996 by Jay and Betty Van Andel

LOCATION: Grand Rapids, Michigan

MISSION STATEMENT: Through biomedical research and science 
education, Van Andel Institute is committed to improving the health            
and enhancing the lives of current and future generations.

WHO ARE WE? 
Van Andel Institute is an agile biomedical research and science 
education institute known for breaking down barriers that hold innovation 
captive.

Van Andel Research Institute (VARI) is a world leader in cancer 
epigenetics and Parkinson’s disease research. Collaborating with 
academia, industry and philanthropy, the Institute orchestrates 
cutting-edge clinical trials to improve human health.

Van Andel Education Institute (VAEI) is leading a national 
revolution in science education by uniquely empowering teachers to 
engage students to think and act like scientists.

Van Andel Institute Graduate School (VAIGS) develops future 
leaders in biomedical research through an intense problem-focused 
Ph.D. degree in cell and molecular genetics.

Purple Community is Van Andel Institute’s grassroots community 
awareness and fundraising program that connects individuals, schools, 
teams and companies who want to join the fight against cancer and 
neurodegenerative diseases to the resources needed for action.
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By the Numbers

WHERE WE COLLABORATEWHAT WE STUDY

A DEDICATED TEAM
Van Andel Institute has more than                          
364 employees, with 234 of them working                
in research and graduate education.

VAN ANDEL INSTITUTE GRADUATE SCHOOL,             
FOSTERING TOMORROW’S LEADERS

32 VAIGS faculty members 

5.4 year average time to Ph.D.

3  seven-week laboratory rotations  
during the first two semesters 

3  years of doctoral candidate thesis 
research in a faculty mentor’s lab

*All numbers current as of May 2017

SCIENTIFIC IMPACT

Van Andel Education Institute
has worked with more than  

3,600 students  

and 2,500 teachers 
since its founding in 1996.

VAN ANDEL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

32 principal investigators

8 cores

2  members of the American                   
Academy of Arts and Sciences

3  fellows of the American Association 
for Cancer Research Academy

3  fellows of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science

3  members of the National                   
Academy of Sciences

EPIGENETICS
Cancer

Parkinson’s disease

  Ovarian Cancer

Neurofibromatosis type 1

Heart disease

Asthma

Osteoarthritis

Osteoporosis

Tuberous sclerosis    Diabetes

Depression

Aging

Prion disease

Blood cancer

Bone cancers

Breast cancer

Colorectal cancer

Structural biology

Pancreatic cancer

Sarcoma

Prostate cancer
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